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BYNOPSIS,

Tha New York polles are mystified by
por of murders and other crlines, The
rri I 2lue ta the eriminal in the warn
nx tor which s sent the victims, signed
with a “vlutching hand " The Intest vie
tim of the mysteriois assnssin s Taylor
Diodege, the Insurance prosident i
dnughter, Wiaine, emplove Cralg Kennedy,
the famous sclentifie detective, to try o
unravel the mystery, What Kennody st
complinhen Is told by him friend Jumeson
B newapaper man. Enraged at the deter

mined efort which Klnine and Cralg Ken
nedy Are making 0 put an end to his
UL

erimes, the Clutehing  Hand, thilm

wtrange criminal e known,
sorte of the most Mabolica
put them out of (he way Enih ehapler
of the stary telln of & new plat against
thelr NMves and of the way the greont e
tective uses mll biw a1 G mnve thils pret
wy wirl and himaelf from death

THIRTEENTH EPISODE

THE DEVIL WORSHIPERS.

Elnine was seated In the drawing
room with Aunt Josephine one after
noon, when her lawyer, Perry Rene
nett, dropped In unexpeotedly

He had hardly greeted them when
the butler, Jennings, In his usual im-
passive manner announced that Aunt
Josephine was wanted on the tele
phone,

Nno sooner wore Elalne and NDennett
alone than Elaine, turning to him, ex
claimed.

“Last night 1 dreamed that father
eame to me and told me that if 1
would give up Kennedy and put my
trust In vou, 1 would find the Cluteh.
ing Hand. 1 don’t know what to think
of "

Bennett, who had been HMstening In
tently, moved over nearer to Elaine
und bent over her

‘Einine,” he gald In a low tone, hin
remarkable eves looking stralght into |
her own, “you must know that 1 lgve
you. Then give me the right to pro-
tect you. It was yvour father's doarest
wishy | belleve, that we should marry
Lot me share your dangers and 1
pwear that xeconer or later there will
be an end to the Clutehing Hand
Give me your answer, Flalne” he
urged, “and make me the happlest
man in all the world ™

Elnlne Ustensd, and not unsympa-
thetleally, as Denpett continued to
plead for her answer

“Walt a Mtle while—until tomor
row,” she replied finally.

“let It be as you wish,
neroed Bennett quletly

He took her hand and kissed (t pas
slonately.

An lnstant later Aunt Josephine re
turned.  Elalne, unstrung by  what
had happencd, excused herselfl and
went Into the lbrary

Involuntarily, her mind travelsd
back over the rapld suceession of
evonts of the past few weoks and
the part that she had thought, at
lenst Kennedy had come to play In
her ch‘

Then she thought of their recent
misunderstanding Might there not
be some simple explanation of it aft
er all, which she bhad missed?® What
should she do*® |

ghe solved the problem by taking !
ur the telephone and asking for Ken
nedy's number

- - - L] - L] L ]

I was chatting with Cralg in his
Invoratory, and, at the same time
wis watching him in his experimental |
work  Just as a oall came on the tele
phose, he was pouring some nitro
hydrochlorie acid into a test tube to
complete a remetion

The telephone tinkled and he lald
down the bottle of acld on his desk
while he moved a few steps to answer |
the call

Whoever the speaker was, Cralg
sevmed deeply interested, and, not
knowing who was talking on the wire, |
1 was eager to learn whadher it uul
snyone connected with the case of
the Clutching Hand

“NYes, thin i» Mr. Kennedy "
Uralg sa

1 woved over toward him and whis- |
pered eagerly. ‘1o there anvthing
new ™ |

A little impatient at being Interrupt:
ed, Kennedy waved me off. It oc
curred to me that he might need a
pad and penctl to make a note of
some (nformation, and 1 reached over
the desk for them.

As 1 d1d s0o my arm (padvertently
struck the bottle of acld, knocking It
over on the top of the desk Its con-
tents streamed outl saturating the tele

phone wires before | could prevent it
In trying to right the bottle my hand
came In contact with the acld which
burned ke Mquld fire, and 1 cried out

then.™”

hieard |

in pain,
Cralg bastily lald down the e
celver, seized me rushed me to

the back of the laboratory, where bhe
drenched my basd with & neutralls

2

Tiquid.
He vound ip the wounds caused by
the acld, which preved to be slight,
after all, and then returned to the tele

:

To his evident annoyance, he dis
covared that the actd had burned
through the wires and cut off all con-
nection.
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At the ot* ad of the line, Eialne

Novelist and the
Kennedy'* Siories

at lant, that Kennedy had apparently
laft the telephone without any expla-
nation or apology,

“Why he rang off.” she exelaimed
angrily to herself, an she hung up the
recelver and lefe the room
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In the conter of & devious and wind:
Ing way, quite unknown to all except
thows who knew the lnnermost secrets
of the Chiness quarter, and even un-
known to the polics, thers was a dingy
tenement houss, apparently Inhabited
by hard working Chinamen, but In re
ality the headquarters of the notorl-
ous devil worshipers, a sect of satan-
Ints, banned even fn the Celestial em-
pire.

The followers of the cult comprised
some of the most dangerous Chineae
eriminals, thugs and assassing, be
aldes a number of dangerous charac
ters who belonged to varfous Chinese
pecret socletien. At the hesd of this
formidable organmation was Long Sin,
the high priest of the devil god, and
lLong 8Sin had, a8 we know, already
jolned  forees with the notorious
Clutehing Mand.

The room In whieh the uneanny rites
of the devil worshipers wore conduct-
od was nfurn apartment decornted in
Chinese atvle, with highly colared por.
tealte of vome of the devil deities and
coutly sllken hangings, Nestde nlarge
data depended & huge Chfese gong

On the dals itself stood, or rather
sat. an ugly fgure covered with some
sort of metallle plating, 1t almost
seomed to be the mummy of o China-
man covered with gold leaf

Into this room ecame lang Sin al-
tired in an eloborate silken robe He
advanced and Kotowed before the
dads with (s strange fAgure, and Iald
down an offering bhefore It

This performance was witnessed hy
twoenty or thirty Chinamen who knelt
in the rear of the room,

At the same tHme an aged Chinaman
carrving a prayer wheel entered the
place and, aftor prosteating himself
devoutly, placed the hnehine on a
sort of low stool or tabourette and
began turning (t slowly., muttering

A few moments Iater Long 8in, who
had been bowing before the metallle
figure in deepest reverence, suddenly
sprang to his feet. His glazed eve and
excited manner Indieated that he had
received a message from the lips of
the strange god.

The worshipers who had prostrated
themselves, in awe at the sight of thelr

THE TUCUM

Jenningy entered with a card on o
ralver Elnine took it and saw with
surprise the tame of her caller

MADAME SAVETSKY,
Medium,

Peneath the engraved
the words written in ink
messngs from the spirit of
ther."

“"Yeu, 1 will see her,” cried Elalne
eagerly, tu response to the butler's o
yuiry,

Bhe followed Jennings into the ad
Joining room and there found herself
faoe W face with the hardfestured
woman who had only a few momoents
befare left the Clutching Hand,

Elaine looked rather than spoke her
Inquiry.

“Your father, my dear,” purred the
medium, with a great pretence of sup-
proswed excltement, “appeared to me
the other night frem the spirit wor'd
I was in a tramce and he asked me to
deliver & mossage to you"

“What was the message?” asked
Elalne breathlessly, now aroused to
intense intorest.

"I must go into a trance again to get
It,”" replied the Insinuating Mavetsky,

name were
“1 have a
your s

provided we can be left alone long
enough.”

Seated In her chale, the medium
muttered wildly for a few moments,
rolled her eyes and with some con:
vulsive movements pretended to go in-
to a trance.

Suddenly the curtalns were pulled
aside and Aunt Josephine and Ben-
nett, who had just come In, entered.

“l ean do nothing here” exclaimed
Savelsky, startiog up and looking
about severely. “You must come
my wseance chamber where we shall
Lot be Interrupted.”

I will,” sald Elaine, vexed at the
intruslon at that moment, I must
have that message—! must.”

“What's all this, Elaine?" demanded
Aunt Josephine,

Hurrledly, Elalne poured forth to
her aunt and Bennett the story of the
medium’s visit and the promised mes-
sage from ber father in the other
world,

Aunt Josephine, who was not one
caxily to be lmposed on, strongly ob-
jereted to Elnine's proposal to accom-
pany Savetsky to the seance chamber,

| but Elulne would not be denled,

“It might be safe for Elalne to go,"”
Heunett finally suggested to Aunt Jo
sephine, “if you and 1 accompanied
her."”

A few moments later, in the Dodge
car, Elaine, the medium and her two
vecorts started for the Chinese qaar
tors
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At the house the medium opened the
door with her key and ushered in her
three visltors,

Entering the room, the medium st
once preparef for the seance by pull
ing down the window shades.

Suddenly an Indistinet face was seen
to be peering through the black cur-
tains, A volce, deep, sepulchral, was
heard in slow and solemn tones,

“1 am Ecko-the spirit of Taylor
Dodge. 1 will give no message until

high priest in the unholy frenzy, all

rose to thelr feet and crowded for
ward
Leng Sin struck severnl blows on

the resounding gotng and then ralsed
Wis volee in solemn tones
"Keing Chau, the Terrible, demands

a consort., Bhe is to be forelgun-—fair
of face and with golden hair”
L - . . . . -

At the same time, in a room of the
adjoining bouse, the Clutehing Hand
himself was busily engaged in mak
ing the most eluborate preparations
for some nefarious scheme which his
ferttio mind had l\ul‘\i'd

The room had bLeen fAtted up as a
wedium's seauce parior,

Two of the Clutehing Mand's most
trusted confederates and a hard-faced
woman of middle age, dressed in plain
black were putting the fnishing
touches to this apartment, when their
chlef entered !

Clutching Hand gazed about the
room, now and then giving an order
or two to make more effective the
setting for the purpose which he had
in mind

Finally he nodded in approval and
stepped over to the fireplace where
logs were burning brightly in & grate

'ressing a spring in the mantelplece
the master eriminal effected an instant
tranaformation.  The logs in the fipe
place, siill burning, disappeared imme
diately through the bottom of the brick
1iling and a wetal sheet coverad thew
Al aperture opetied at the back, as if
by magie

Theough this opening Clutching
Hand made his way quickly and dis
appeared

Emerging on the other side of the
pecullar fireplace, Clutching Hand
pushed aside a curtain which barred
the way and looked iuto the Chinese
temple, taking up a position behind
the metalic figure on the dals

The Chinamen had by this time fin.|
ished their devotlons, (f such
wight be called, and the lsst one was
leaving, while Long Sin stood alone
on the dais, |

The noise of the departing satanists
had scarcely dled away when Cluteh-
ing Hand stepped out. 1

"Follow me." he ordered hoarselr,
seluing Sin by the arm and lead-
ing hMm Sway.

They passed through the passage |
way of the fireplace and, baving en
tered the seance room, Clutching Hand |
began briefly explaluing the purpose
of the preparstions that had bSeen
made. Long Sin wagged his head in
voiuble approval

- L -
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Eiaine was standing 'm the library
gazing sadly at RKeanedy's portralt,

- impatiemtly for a ™
first eager words of in-

hthM‘

she supposed sbe had received,

one named Josepbine leaves the
room.”

No sgooner had the words been ut-
tered than the medium came writhing
out of her trance

“What happened?” she asked, look:
ing at Elaine

Elaine reported the spirit's words,

“"We can get nothhg if your aunt
stave here,” Savetsky added, insisting

Elaine s Hurried Through the Hig-
den Passage in the Fireplace.

that Aunt Josegphine must go. “"Your
father cannot speak while she is pres
ent.

Aunt Josiphine. annoved by what
she had heard. Indignantly refused 10

they | g0 and was deaf to all Elaine's plead- |

ings

‘1 think it will be all right.” finally
acquiesced Bennett, seeing how bent
Elnine was on securing the message
I'll stay and protect her”

Aunt Josephine finally agreed “Very
well, then,” she protested. marching
out of the room in & high state of
indignation

Bhe had scarcely left the
however, when she began 10 suspect
that all was not as it ought to be It
fact, the idea had no socner occurre
to ber than #he degided to call ¢
Kennedy and she ordored the chaul-
feur to take her as quickly as possible
10 the laboratory

L] L] L] L] L] . L]

Kennedy had not been In the

house.

< I -8

labo

thinking over recent events and above | ratory all the day after my expe®.  dancers
all the rebulf over the telephone which ' ence with 1he acld and |

waAs
At

e

| Uestly awaliing bis arrival ‘st

“and If you like 1 can try It at once, |

CARI NEWS
—- —
there caine & ktoek at the deor and 1 bevond and her body encaxed in pro lender of Lope S attendunts nnd
spened 11 hurelediy FRre wak A wmi | atl shia b ber e eobimort of Kelng truck down the J 1 ! r with a Il-1-l.‘
gepnger bov whe handed me 8 mdte LU Torever and ever Konnedy selevi .l-.'l nes " -'.1.!'-.'
tore 1 ojpsn It wn e Wenmedy With ecallovvas deviliry the orier inl hotly ., andd pusiiine II-II.*-I”.." I‘-:ll N ”|
e redd I ahall prababiy by papy | satonnivs made @very arriae ment for | the anteroom, sieceeded '-.- givining
for two or three day Calt ur Wiaine | embalming and  prescreving the bodv | anil :n(klm: the dour Into the main
1t her (v bBeant ol ocvimiy of Flinine 1S pie

Ir:;‘.:fhll'“"i :N.\'\--‘! kt . o * 1 AL last adl seemed ta be in rendiness Mennett war still Iving on the Roor

I was still ST e wte Lo proceed tighi:y !-r_llliltl With a fo-'-\. deft ente
and was Just abent fe eall up Elaing Hold her" ordeted Long 8in in et with a ('hfn--m' Knife \\‘Im I; :u- had
when the speaking tube was bown | tnral Chinese to the two attendants ploked up, Kennedy rl'!l'.l"' Illl:' .
and to my surprise U Gound that (f was | 58 he approached her At the same time Chinamen K r
Aunt Josephine whe had ca'led fong 2in held tn his hand n wmall, | trying o butter down the door, L3
| “Where is Mr. Kesnedy she asked | profusely  decorated pot from which | nedy's last bulwark, It “vas sawaying
grently agitated asmoke was  esweaping Aw  he  ap- | under thelr repested blowe

He has gone away ! A oW
I replied blankly 18 there ansthing
I can do?"

Jdavs

She was very excited and hastily re | sclousnoss

Inted what had hapiponed at the parlor
of the medium
| “What was her patvee”
fously
( “Madame Savetaky
my surprise
Astounded, 1 pleked up Cralg's note

1 eried ans

ahe replinad. te

without a word Khe read
breathless cagerness

“C‘ome back there with me, please
che begged. almost frantie with fear
now, “Something terrible may have
happened.”
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Aunt Josephine had hardly left Sa

vetsky when the trance was resumed.

it with

ows of the cabinet, there appeared the
spirit of Long 8in, whose death
Elnine still belleved she had caused
when Adventuress Mary had lured her
to the apartment,

Elaine was trembling with fear at
the apparition.

As before, a strange volee sounded
In the depths of the cabinet and again
A message was heard, in low, solemn
tones:

“I am Keka, and 1 have with me
Long Sin.  His blood cries for ven
geance.”

Elalne was overcome with horror at
the words

Then a dim, phostly flgure, appar
ently that of Long 8in. appeared

With arms outetretched, the flgure
glided from the eabinet and approached
Elaine. She shrank back farthar
in fright, too horrifled even to seream

At the sama moment, the medium
|drew o vapor plstol from her dress,
and, ns the ghost of Long Sin leaped
nt Elaine, Savetsky duarted forward
and shot n stream of vapor full in
Hennett's face

Hennett dropped  uncongelous, the
lights In the darkened room flashed
up, and several of the men of the
Clutehing Hand rushed In

its cleverly constructed hinges,
vealing the hidden passage,

Hefore any effective resistance could
be made, Elaine and Dennett were
hustled through the passage, securely
bound, and placed on a divan In a
curtined chamber back of the altar
of the devll worshipers.
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It was at that moment that T, litle
dreaminzg of what had been taking
place, arrived with Aunt Josephine at
fie house of the medium

Bhe answered my ring and admitted
us. To our surprise, the seance room
WaAR empty

“Where (8 the voung lady who was
here®™ 1 asked

“Misgs Dodge and the gentleman just
left n fow minutes ago,”
explained, as wo looked anbhow

re.

Suddenly, from the mysterious shad: |

Quickly the fireplace was turned on |

from the desk and handed 1t to her |and inteliigent fellow, T went to the

the medium |

| Thappened tonotice atorn handker- |

chief lying on the floor. 1t flashed
over me that perhaps 1t might alford
a clue .

As 1 passed 1t 1 purposely dropped
my soft hat over {t and picked up the
hat securing the handkerchief with.
out attracting Saveteky's attention

[ Aunt Josephine was keen now for
returning home to find out whether
Elaine was there or not. No sooner
had she entered the car and driven off,
than I examined the handkerchief. It
was torn, as {f 1t had been crushed in
||ho hand during a struggle and
|wrrnehad away | looked closer In
the corner was the initial "E“

That was enough. Without losing
another precious moment 1 hurried
Iarmmd to the nearest police station,
{ The sergeant detalled several
rourdamen and a mwan in plain clothes,

proached lie passed this receptacie un
der her nose onee, twice, three times.
deadually Elaine fell into uncot

White Elaine was facing death in
the power of the 4 vil worshipers, |
fad reached the house of Savetsky
next door with the police, and the
place had been quietly surrounded

With the plainelothes man, a daring

door and rang the hell

‘What ean | do for you*"* asked the
medinm, admitting us

Myfriend here” | parieved, “is In
great business troubls. Can your con-
trolling apirit give him adviee?

Savetsky set to work preparing the

room for a seance, As she moved over
to the window to pull down the shades |

Elaine Is Forced to Kotow to

she must have caught gight of one or |
two of the policemen wne had Incau-
tiously exposed themseives from the |
hiding plaes in which I had digposed
them before we entered. At any rate,
Savetsky did not loge a Jot of her re-
markable composure,

“I'm gorry,” she remarked merely,

“ut 'm afrald my control 18 weak
und cannot work today."
She ook a step toward the door,

motionlng us to leave. Nelther of s
poadd any attention to the Himt, but re
mained scuted as we had been bes
fore

Almost bhefore 1 knew what she wis
dotng, she made a dash for something
ih corner of the It wis
time for open action, and I selzed her

the roonm,

| quickls |

My detective was on his feet ln an
instant

. L L] L] . . .

While Kennedy was thus besleged
by the devil worshiperg in the ante
room, several policemen and detectives
gathered in the seance room with us,
next door, where Bavetsky was held a
defiant and mute prisoner

1 had discovered the bell and, taking
that as n guide, | started to trace the
course of a wire which ran alongelde
the wall

To the fireplace 1 traced the bell
and, in pulling on the wire, 1 luckily
presged o secret spring. Fo my amaze
mant the whole fireplace swung out
of sight and disclosed & secret phs-
ERgeWAY.

1 looked through It.

It was almost at that precise instant
that the door of the anteroom burst
open and the Chinamen swarmed In,

the Gruesome Metallic Figure.

urged on by the insane exhortations of
Long Sin

To my utter amazement, I recog-
nized Kennedy's volee.

In the Aret onslaught Cralg shot one
Chinaman dead. then closed with the
others, slashing right and left with the
Chinese knife he had picked up

Hennett cime to his awld, but was
mmedintely overcome by two China-
had been detalled

evidentiy
for that surtose
Kennedy and the others
ed in & terrible life and

sin, selzing a large
leaped upon Kennedy
sk and threw 1t over lhis
t wufls ".1TﬁlK him

s the Chinese was about
verpower Hlm that 1 led the po-
tectives through the pas-

“I'll take care of her.” he ground | sages of the fireplace,
out, seized her wrists in his viselike [ [t » glorious flght that followed.
grash.  “You give the signal” | But i St oatd his Chinamen were

1 rushed to the window, threw up | Do match for the poller and were soon
the shade and opened the sash, was vmpletely routed, the police striking
ing our preconcerted eign and turned | furicusly in all directions and clearing
egnin toward the room the room

With a sudden accession of desper. lnstantly Kennedy thought of the
ate strength, Savetsky broke away | falr object of all thin meke. He

from the plainclothes man and agaln
attempted to get at something con-
cealed on the wall. 1 had turned fust |
in time to fling myself betweer b--r}
and wnatever objlect ghe had in mind
Ag the detective took her agaln and |
twisted her arm until she crled out

| and together we returned to the house, | In pain, I hastily Investigated the wall
[laving a careful plan to surround it | She had evidently been wttempting to

| secretly, while the plainelothes man

lnnd 1 obtained admittance

| L L] . . L] L] L]
Meanwhile, the Chinese devil wor-

shipers had agaln gathered in thelr

cursed temple and Long 8ip, In his

priestly robe appeared on the dals.
The worshipers kolowed rever

ently to him, while at the back again

istood the aged Chinaman patiently
turning his prayer whesl

Two traziers., or smoke pots had
been placed on the dals, one of which
long 8in touched with a stick caus
ing it to buret out into dense fumes

Standing before them he chanted
in nasa! tones: “The white consort cf
the great Ksing Chau has been found
It 1 his will that she now be made
hia ™

As he finished intoning the message

Long Sin signaled to two young China- |

| men to go Into the anteroom. A mo-
menit later they returned with Elaine

Frightened though she was, Elaine
made Do attempt to struggle. even
| when they had cut her bonds

They carried her up to the dals and
inow long 8iz faced her and sterzly
ordered her kotow 1o the grue-

to

some motallle Agure

She refused bt fnprantiy the Ching
| men seiged her arm azd twisted
sntil ther had compelled Ler 10 fa
| 1o hér knedd

Having foreed Rer 1o Rotow 1§
8in turned 10 12e Bsscnnbled (¢

With magic snd rare €rupe™ e
chapted, “sbe shall be =ade o Jam

press a button that rang & concealed
bel) |

What did it mean®
L] . L L] L ] L] -

|

Elaine. now completely unconscious,
wAs being held the (Chinamen,
while her armm was smeared with
sticky. black material from the caul
dron of Long Sin,

Suddenly the aged Chinaman wit}
the prayer wheel stopped bl
Mant implous turning, and, rising, held '
up his bBand a8 If to command atten
tion

This

by

8 Inces.

s nonsense.” he

cried In &

Why should our great
nlte dev)) I.a
demand to know *
mee, l.ong Sin or

intruder off 1

loud volce
Keing Chon desire a »
Ereat-grandiather

Shaking

tered the

with
the mged devotes refused to g

Throw him out,” he urdered }

Th 5 At
| tendants
For snswer a8 the two voune
Chinamen approacked, the
A
ImAn threw themn Wi t the
- s s 3 4 <)
hoor with a quick Jiy o et
. Furious LOWw t-. ¢Lpr -
Y.e - . ]
. £ =in ptepred forward 1
Le beard and cueys t »
1 § &r & t
-~
- e
| E ~ i
¢ A
| ¥ore 1o sel2 shot

aitflor * }

rushed to the divan on which he had

| placed Elalne

As #he opened her eves for an in-
sTALT she gazed ot Craig, then at Ben
nelt. Sull not comprebending  Just
what had happened, she gave her hand
to Beunett, Bennett lifted her to her
feel ehd wlowly sssisted her as she
ried 1 AwWny
nnedy watched them. more stupe-
fed than if he had been struck over
the head by Loug Rin,

. - . . . . .

Pollee and dotectives were now tak-
mg the eaptured Chinamen away, &s
Henngtt, his nrm sbout Elalne, led her
Eently out

A young dotective had slipped the
bracelets over Long 8in's wrist, apd |
Was ftunding beside him,

Kennedy In n daze at the sight of
.'f-:'uli.v and Bennett, passed us, scarce
i¥ notipg who we were

A g collected his scattered
forces Long Sin motioned to him, a#
if !:v hat! & messuge to deliver.

Kennedy fre wned suspiciously, He
was al turn away when the Chl
pleading earnestly for a
A few words
avlde for u moment, you fel
n'tyou, please?” he asked, 'l
fenr what you have to say, Long

walk

arien b
naman Legan
LR
Blen

W WO

1 e Sin looked about craftily,

) Shat ds 112 prompted Cralg, see
K thut ut last they were all alone
LODE Sin again looked around.

Swenr thut | will go free und oot
¢ whispered. “and 1 will be

¥reat Clutehing Hand!'

stildied the Chinaman
L moment, Then. seeming
th the serutiny, he nod

HWEeetit

| saw Long Sin lean
tiiisper In Koennedy'e eafl.

e flarted buck in horror and sur

L LB CONTINUVED.)




